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Madam Speaker, once again, in-

creased awareness and understanding 
of this service will help save lives and 
increase national security. For this 
reason, I support this resolution and 
ask that my colleagues do the same. 

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, I’m proud to 
have sponsored this Resolution to establish a 
National 9–1–1 Education Month. 

Forty years ago President Johnson’s Com-
mission on Law Enforcement and Justice rec-
ommended that a single, nationwide telephone 
number be established for reporting emer-
gencies—9–1–1. Since then, 9–1–1 has been 
used by millions of people across the country 
to quickly and efficiently contact their local fire 
and police departments, as well as report 
emergencies in their communities. Over 200 
million emergency calls are made each year 
through the 6,000 9–1–1 public safety answer-
ing points serving more than 3,000 counties. 

As the connection between the eyes and 
ears of the public and the emergency re-
sponse system in the U.S., 9–1–1 answering 
points are often the first to know of emer-
gencies caused by natural disasters, to na-
tional security threats, making 9–1–1 a vital 
homeland security asset. Educating people of 
all ages and backgrounds about 9–1–1 is cru-
cial to the effectiveness of our emergency re-
sponse system. It is especially important for 
vulnerable populations like children, the deaf 
and the hard of hearing, and those with limited 
English skills to understand and use. 

A National 9–1–1 Education Month will en-
courage the development of public awareness 
events, advertising to the public, targeted out-
reach to schools, and training activities for 
parents and teachers. The deaf and hard of 
hearing are increasingly using text, video and 
instant messaging to access 9–1–1 operators. 
With such an effective and comprehensive 
emergency network, everyone benefits from 
learning. 

As co-chairs of the E9–1–1 Caucus, Mr. 
SHIMKUS and I understand the importance of 
the 9–1–1 emergency network to the public 
safety and security of our country and this res-
olution will help to ensure that all Americans 
can access these critical services in an emer-
gency. I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting a National 9–1–1 Education Month. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I have no further requests for time, 
and I would yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 537, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

b 1430 

E. ARTHUR GRAY POST OFFICE 
BUILDING 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 3196) to designate 
the facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 20 Sussex Street in 
Port Jervis, New York, as the ‘‘E. Ar-
thur Gray Post Office Building’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3196 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. E. ARTHUR GRAY POST OFFICE 

BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 20 
Sussex Street in Port Jervis, New York, 
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘E. Ar-
thur Gray Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘E. Arthur Gray Post 
Office Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. WESTMORELAND) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

As a member of the House Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform, 
I stand with my colleagues from the 
Empire State of New York in consider-
ation of H.R. 3196, which renames a 
postal facility in Port Jervis, New 
York, in honor of E. Arthur Gray, 
former mayor and statesman from Or-
ange County, New York. H.R. 3196 en-
joys the support of the entire congres-
sional delegation from New York, and 
was introduced by my colleague Rep-
resentative John Hall back on July 26, 
2007. The measure was taken up by the 
Oversight Committee on February 26, 
2008, and was passed by a voice vote. 

H.R. 3196 calls for honoring E. Arthur 
Gray’s service to his community, 
State, and therefore his country by 
designating the post office in his home-
town of Port Jervis, New York, as the 
E. Arthur Gray Post Office Building. 

E. Arthur Gray was Port Jervis’s 
longest serving mayor, completing 51⁄2 
terms from 1978 to 1988. After his ten-
ure as mayor, in 1988 Gray became a 
New York State senator by ousting a 
16-year incumbent. Gray represented 
New York’s 39th District during his 
time in the New York legislature. 

A native and lifelong resident of Port 
Jervis, Gray began his professional ca-
reer as cofounder and director of Gray- 
Parker Funeral Home in Port Jervis, 
New York, before entering the realm of 
public service and politics. Well-known 
throughout Orange County, New York, 
for his stellar high school basketball 
days at Port Jervis High School and as 
a World War II veteran, Gray gave un-
selfishly of himself by serving as the 
chairman of the Port Jervis Commu-
nity Development Agency, a member of 
the Orange County Economic Develop-
ment Agency and as chairman of the 
National League of Small Cities Advi-
sory Council. 

Madam Speaker, in honor of E. Ar-
thur Gray’s public service and compas-
sionate spirit, let us pass without res-
ervation H.R. 3196 and rename the post-
al facility on Sussex Street in Port 
Jervis, New York, after this great 
American citizen. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of this bill designating the facility 
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 20 Sussex Street in Port Jer-
vis, New York, as the E. Arthur Gray 
Post Office Building. 

A native of Port Jervis, Arthur Gray 
spent a lifetime serving his commu-
nity, State, and country. He was well- 
known in the community, first as a 
high school basketball star, then as a 
veteran of the Second World War who 
later became a local funeral home di-
rector. 

Mr. Gray accomplished a lot by the 
time he was elected to his first term as 
mayor of Port Jervis in 1978. Described 
as generous and always willing to lend 
a helping hand, Mayor Gray was the 
longest serving mayor in the history of 
Port Jervis, maintaining his position 
for five and a half terms until 1988, 
when he was elected to represent the 
34th District in the New York State 
Senate. 

His commitment to the community 
extended far beyond his office doors. He 
was a former member and chairman of 
the Port Jervis Community Develop-
ment Agency, a former member of the 
Orange County Economic Development 
Agency, former chairman of the Na-
tional League of Small Cities Advisory 
Council, and participated in numerous 
local boards and organizations. 

Sadly, Arthur Gray died on April 10, 
2007, at the age of 82. A loving husband, 
father of two, grandfather, and truly 
dedicated public servant, Arthur Gray 
exemplified civic duty and social re-
sponsibility. His contributions to his 
community and beyond will not soon 
be forgotten, and I urge that we accept 
this bill memorializing the tremendous 
life of this man. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I urge passage of this bill and yield 
back the balance of my time. 
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